Media Contact: Marguarite Clark Public Relations
Marguarite Clark (949) 295-2801 mc@mclarkpr.com
SOUTH COAST WINERY WINS PRIZED RECOGNITION AT 2021 TOAST OF THE
COAST WINE COMPETITION AND FESTIVAL
Medal-Winning Wines: Double Gold for Meritage and Silvers for Grenache Noir Rosé and
Sparkling Pinot Grigio
TEMECULA, Calif. – South Coast Winery, owned by the Carter family, received three
prestigious awards at the 2021 Toast of the Coast Wine Competition produced by the San Diego
County Fair. Eighteen wine industry experts – sommeliers, wine journalists, consultants and
wine business managers – participated in the judging, which took place late May at the festival
held at the Del Mar Fairgrounds in Del Mar, Calif. The competition celebrates wineries from
around the world producing the finest quality wines.
“This year as we celebrate our 20th anniversary, we are once again proud to have winning wines
designated by The Toast of the Coast Competition adding to our impressive collection of over
3,000 wine accolades garnered throughout the years,” said Jeff Carter, president of Carter
Hospitality, which owns South Coast Winery. “Our mission has always been to use expert
knowledge and craft to produce the very best wines, retaining a sense of each varietal’s
personality and terroir of origin.”
The 2017 South Coast Winery Meritage won the highest-level Double Gold reserved for the
finest wines as agreed on unanimously by an assigned three judge panel and scoring 94 points or
higher on a 100-point scale. Dark purple red in color, the aromas of blackberry and currants are
the first thing noticed, while subtle herbal notes and warm, toasty oak aromas bring depth and
structure to this complex wine. It is a classic quintet of Bordeaux varietals – cabernet sauvignon,
merlot, petit verdot, malbec and carménère – blended to create a wine that is finely textured and
nuanced from start to finish.
Silver award winner, South Coast Winery Grenache Noir Rosé, is light in body, crisp in
acidity and very dry, delivering an elegant rosé and the perfect wine for any cuisine and
festivity. It is nuanced with a hint of rosy color carrying delicate strawberry, raspberry and
cotton candy aromas, married with refined citrus and floral notes. The winery’s NV South
Coast Winery Sparkling Pinot Grigio also won a Silver award. Light and refreshing, this
sparkler has notes of fresh Meyer lemon and key lime, crisp green apple and white nectarines.
It is slightly effervescent and great for everyday celebrations.
A list of all winners and additional information is available at thetoastofthecoast.com.

About South Coast Winery Resort & Spa
The only winery among the state’s top wineries to claim the title of California Winery of the
Year four times at the California State Fair Wine Competition, South Coast Winery Resort &
Spa sets the gold standard for excellence amongst California wineries, earning more than 3,000
awards since its inception in 2003. Situated on 63 lush acres, the resort offers a breathtaking
retreat for wine tours, romantic getaways and group events with 132 rooms and villas, a working
winery and tasting room, gift shop, full-service spa and restaurant.
South Coast Winery offers a broad portfolio of 45 wine labels, the majority of which are
available for sampling in its main tasting room – from robust reds such as Tempranillo, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Grenache, Petit Syrah, Merlot and Pinot Noir to whites including Sauvignon Blanc,
Viognier, Pinot Grigio, Chardonnay and Riesling. Also available are sparkling wines, dessert
wines and other specialty offerings. The winery employs a staff of skilled winemakers, including
master winemaker Jon McPherson and winemaker Javier Flores, both with decades of experience
in the wine industry.
For more information, visit www.southcoastwinery.com.
About Carter Hospitality Group
Established in 2011, Carter Hospitality Group, LLC. is a family-owned hospitality company with
four hotels and resorts as well as three wineries across the United States. Based in Orange
County, California, the company manages and owns a portfolio of luxury properties including
South Coast Winery Resort & Spa, Temecula, California; Carter Estate Winery and Resort,
Temecula California; and Carter Creek Winery Resort & Spa, Texas Hill Country. Carter
Hospitality Group additionally serves as the owner-franchisee for Red Lion Hotel Orlando Lake
Buena Vista South, Orlando Florida. For more information, visit www.carterhospitality.com.
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